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Project: Stroud District Council – Play Area Consultation Report

Date of Research: June/July 2022

Project Background

Stroud District Council is undertaking a review of the 32 council-owned play parks across the 

district, and it has engaged Leisure-net as its consultants to support this project. Play areas 

and green space are vital for the health and wellbeing of young children and their families. 

The funding will be used to improve some of the key areas across the district, updating them 

with equipment which is fun and fit for purpose. This consultation, together with public 

health data, will be used to identify the communities which are in greatest need.

One of the council’s three main priorities is Community Resilience and Wellbeing, and 

stakeholder engagement forms part of a wider consultation including a community 

consultation survey, focus groups and door-to-door consultations where play areas 

surround residential dwellings.

Leisure-net

Leisure-net Solutions, the industry leader for Customer Insight and Market Intelligence in 

the active leisure industry, is delighted to present this report of research, carried out on 

behalf of Stroud District Council.  

Research Methods

The data within this report was gathered using an online survey, complemented by 

stakeholder interviews and focus groups. The survey was completed in June 2022 and was 

an online self-selection survey, so while the sample size is 483, it is skewed heavily towards 

females, as might be expected bearing in mind the subject. In our experience it is also likely 

to be completed by residents with a stronger view on local provision/service, who are also 

likely to be more active and/or involved or have an interest in local provision, the results 

should therefore be analysed in this context. 

The survey was advertised to local residents through a variety of means, including the 

council’s website and social media channels.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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• Stratford Park Junior Play Area was the most popular with 23% saying they used this
the most.

• 39% of the sample used the play area more than once a week. 8% rarely used it.

• Over half of the sample (51%) take children aged 4-8 years old to the play area

• The main reasons for using the chosen play areas was to enjoy the fresh air/greens
spaces and for their child to be physically active whilst having fun, both at 22%.

• Swings and a slide were chosen as the most popular equipment to make a good play
area with 12% choosing swings and 11% a slide. This was closely followed by 10%
choosing a climbing apparatus.

• Nearly three quarters of the sample (74%) felt that themselves and their children
were safe in their chosen play area.

• 17% of the sample said that Stratford Park Junior Play Area was the other play area
they used, this was closely followed by Stratford Park at 16%.

• When asked if they would like the listed play areas to be something else instead,
over half of the sample (58%) said they would like to keep them as play areas.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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5

One to one interviews or group sessions were carried out with the following 
individuals/organisations;

• Inspection and Maintenance Contractor 
• World Jungle
• Housing Manager
• Community Centre Manager
• All Sort Gloucester
• District Council Members 
• Town Council Members/Clerks 

Key themes 

• More joined up thinking required between different councils and voluntary 
groups/organisations

• Strategic approach to play provision is essential, regardless of who actually provides 
and runs provision

• Must be led by the community and current/potential user groups 
• Important to think “out of the box” and not just provide the “standard play areas” –

users – both carers and children expect more
• Environmental concerns need to be taken into account, both in design but also in how 

usage affects other user groups of open spaces
• Need to recognise impact of global warming and environmental changes for example 

by providing good shade and use of natural products
• Needs to provide for all age groups – older children often get missed out
• The balance between segregating different user groups and integrating them really 

needs to be thought out thoroughly
• Nature/landscaping and the use of natural materials needs to be considered
• The balance between providing a safe environment and one in which children can 

learn by taking risks is critical
• Investment would be better concentrated into a few key developments rather than 

spreading it too thinly
• The investment needs to focus clearly on areas and communities that have the most 

“need”

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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The Survey in numbers03

483
SAMPLE

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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?
Which of the following play 
areas do you use the most? 
Select one answer

Stratford Park Junior 
Play Area was the most 
popular with 23% 
saying they used this 
the most. 

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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Which of the following play areas do you use the most? Select one answer

Stratford Park Junior Play Area (Top Field) - Stroud 23%

None of the above 19%

Stratford Park - Stroud (TOP FIELD open area) 7%

Cambridge Avenue / Rangers Avenue 6%
Blackwell Close - Stonehouse 5%

Stratford Park Toddler Play Area (in front of Leisure Centre) - Stroud 5%

Acacia Drive - Dursley 4%
Devereaux Crescent - Ebley 4%

Bunting Hill Play Area (Lawnside) - Nailsworth 3%

Skatepark Area - Stratford Park - Stroud 2%

Draycott Play Area - Dursley 2%

Mason Road Play Area (including bike jumps and skate ramps) 2%

Orchard Road Greens - Ebley 2%

Innocks Estate Play area - North Nibley 1%

Merlin Close - Brockworth 1%

Norton Wood Play Area - Nailsworth 1%

Archway Gardens - Paganhill - Stroud 1%
Summer Street Play Area 1%
Wharfdale Estate Junior Play Area 1%
The Tynings - Nailsworth 1%
Daffodils Play Area - Kings Stanley 1%
Wharfdale Estate Play Area on Wharfdale Way 1%
Betworthy Estate - Coaley 1%
Highfield Road - Stroud 1%
Westrip Place Play Area 1%

Wharfdale Way Play Area - Stonehouse 1%

Wharfdale Estate Play Area near Rosedale Close 0%

Bearlands Play Area - Wotton-under-Edge 0%

Wharfdale Estate Toddler Play Area 0%
The Brambles - Berkeley 0%
Manor View Play Area - Selsley 0%
Boakes Drive - Stonehouse 0%
Little Mill Court - Stroud 0%

Which of the following play 
areas do you use the most? 
Select one answer
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?

How often do you go 
to this play area?

39% of the sample used 
the play area more than 
once a week. 8% rarely 
used it.

How often do you go to this play area?

More than once a week 39%

Once a week 27%

Monthly 15%

Fortnightly 11%

Rarely 8%

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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?

Age of children 
that you mainly 
visit the play 
areas with:

Over half of the sample 
(51%) take children 
aged 4-8 years old to 
the play area

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

Age of children that you mainly visit the play areas with:

4-8 51%

0-3 32%

9-12 14%

13+ 3%
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?

Why do you use 
this play area? 
Select all that 
apply

The main reasons for 
using the chosen play 
areas was to enjoy the 
fresh air/greens spaces 
and for their child to be 
physically active whilst 
having fun, both at 
22%.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

Why do you use this play area? Select all that apply

To enjoy the fresh air/green spaces 22%

For my child to be physical active whilst having fun 22%

It has equipment my child enjoys using 15%

For my child to engage with other children 13%

For my child’s mental health 12%

For my own mental health 7%

To meet other parents/carers 5%

Other (please specify) 3%
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?

What equipment do 
you feel makes a 
good play area? 
Select all that apply

Swings and a slide were 
chosen as the most 
popular equipment to 
make a good play area 
with 12% choosing swings 
and 11% a slide. This was 
closely followed by 10% 
choosing a climbing 
apparatus.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

What equipment do you feel makes a good play area? Select all that apply

Swings 12%

Slide 11%

Climbing apparatus 10%

Sitting benches 8%

Roundabout 8%

Zip wire 8%

Toddler area 7%

Seesaw 7%

Balance beams 6%

Tunnel 5%

Floor Markings i.e. hop scotch/snakes and ladders 5%

Bike/skate ramps 4%

Trim trail 3%

MUGA (Football/basketball courts) 3%

Table tennis table 2%
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?

Do you/your 
children feel safe 
in this play area?

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

Do you/your children feel safe in this play area?

Yes 74%

Maybe/Not sure 14%

No 11%

Nearly three quarters of 
the sample (74%) felt that 
themselves and their 
children were safe in their 
chosen play area.
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?

Do you use any of the other 
play areas listed in question 1? 
if so, select all that apply

17% of the sample said 
that Stratford Park Junior 
Play Area was the other 
play area they used, this 
was closely followed by 
Stratford Park at 16%.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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?

If the listed play 
areas were not play 
areas, what would 
you like them to be 
instead?

When asked if they 
would like the listed play 
areas to be something 
else instead, over half of 
the sample (58%) said 
they would like to keep 
them as play areas.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

If the listed play areas were not play areas, what would you like them to be instead?

Keep them as Play Areas 58%

Sensory Garden 14%

Open Space with benches 8%

Community Garden 8%

Wild Flower Meadow 7%

Allotments 3%

Other (please specify) 1%
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(If No or Maybe/Not sure to not feeling safe) Please explain

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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Responses
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Continued..(If No or Maybe/Not sure to not feeling safe) 
Please explain
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Continued..(If No or Maybe/Not sure to not feeling safe) 
Please explain
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Continued..(If No or Maybe/Not sure to not feeling safe) 
Please explain
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?

Do you have any comments about any of these play areas 
you use, if so, please comment here and state the name/s 
of the play area you are referring to?

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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? Continued.. Do you have any comments
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?

Do you have any other comments about the play 
provisions in the Stroud area?

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

A big central play area at Stratford park, encompassing all ages would be amazing
A lot of the play areas in the local area have much better facilities than the ones listed
Adding wild flowers or sensory gardens to play areas with benches would be lovely and might make more 
inclusive
All feels dated
All need to be cleaned more.
All Stroud’s play areas are old and run down. With the exception of Horsley, Snakey Park and Whiteshill. These 
are 3 examples of good quality play areas.
As above. None of the parks I have visited are inclusive.
As ï said above it is really not good equipment.  It is also all metal so dangerous/unusable in winter or wet 
weather. In Stratford Park the fenced off area makes no sense.as the bigger slide is in it and.ajd smaller.kids
equipt both in and out.
Caninscross has no toilets. Walking to and from the park is hard for senior citizens and children, has anyone 
thought of this?
Compared to London, there are surprisingly few play areas and some have quite limited equipment. Kings 
Stanley and Stratford Park areas are both very good.
Could do with some more things as named previously
Could there be one built near the new Lidl where the new housing is going to be built? There isnt much in that 
area.
Disability friendly with inclusive play equipment needs to be taken into account.
Do you have any other comments about the play provisions in the Stroud area?

Feel it needs much more equipment at Cambridge avenue, bigger fenced are, something for older children. 
Benches and garden would be lovely. Would still leave dog walking and football area

Firstly more stuff for risky play including higher climbing frames. I love monkey bars and other things for 
building upper body strength - great for us grown ups too when we spend so long huddled over phones! Would 
also love more play areas for all ages including adults. Also love benches to be there because my mobility isn't 
good. Much prefer old school metal play equipment to wooden stuff that gets damaged more easily.
Generally poor.

Generally the play areas don’t have equipment for older children & aren’t very imaginative by design -
compared to some we’ve experienced in Bristol (greville-smythe & Blaise Castle) & Wales (Dolgellau).

Having lived in different areas around stroud I notice some levelling up is needed! For example i think 
problems with equipment are fixed far quicker at somewhere like daisy bank than somewhere like archway 
gardens. It has now been fixed which is great, but the fence had been broken for a very long time there. Also I 
think one swing is still missing at archway. Their may be more vandalism in some areas more than others but 
that is more an indication of need than a reason not to bother. There are also some community signs around 
stroud with nothing on them- its not clear if the community themselves are aloud to put things up on these or 
if they are for official council notices. For example- DER community noticeboard- has been empty for over 9 
months at least. Having an empty community sign seems worse than no sign at all to me.
Highfields Play Area in Dursley is not properly maintained. The gate is broken and there is always lots of 
rubbish and dog poo around the park. The toddler swing has been removed and not replaced for some reason.
Horsley Park is lovely,  as is Slimbridge and France Lynch.
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?

Continued.. Do you have any other comments
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?

Continued.. Do you have any other comments

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022



36

?

Continued.. Do you have any other comments
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?

Continued.. Do you have any other comments
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?

Continued.. Do you have any other comments
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?

Continued.. Do you have any other comments
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?

Continued.. Do you have any other comments
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Appendix 2 - Community 

Consultations
06

Management Contractor – street cleaning and grounds 
maintenance - 07.07.22

Question Response
Why is access to play 

areas important to 

your 

organisations/users? 

External contractor manage the contract for inspection 

and maintain – 16 years in role.

Very limited budget, job is to manage risk with a small 

benefit – did have play builder funding – refurbished 6 

play areas. 

Learning to play is vital for all children, great fun, social 

interaction for kids and parents, child’s first experience 

of taking risk, challenging self, learning about spatial 

awareness, understanding of speed and movement. 

Interaction with other carers and parents, meet new 

people I similar situations. Very good for your people 

with learning and physical disabilities.

What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage 

Variety of activity, has to be challenging, targeted at an 

age range. Some are too small – bigger play areas at 

Stratford Park within green space is a good example after 

refurb. Have worked in Scotland working in large country 

parks. Cafes can assist to draw people to larger play 

areas. Toilets not always required, not necessarily for 

local play areas, needed for destination parks. 

Sand and water play needs to be done properly, can be 

expensive though, good for destination play areas. Play 

equipment needs to be accessible where possible.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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Do you currently 

use any of the 32 

listed play areas 

for delivery of 

your work? 

Client management function.

Are there any of 
the 32 play areas 
you think we 
should be 
considering for 
investment and 
why? 

Highfields has not had work for a while, all decisions need 

to be made on future need of population predictions.

Survey of potential users to understand need. Bunting Hill 

top of Nailsworth could be looked. The Daffodils in King 

Stanley surrounded by lots of retired people – could this be 

re defined.

Green infrastructure and Playing Pitch Strategy should be 

considered. Identifies under provision in Parishes.

Play is important, areas that can be walked to are vital when 

considering location of any new sites.

Question Response

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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World Jungle – 08.07.22

“We manage a social enterprise called World Jungle using play and art to bring 
communities together. We use parks and open spaces to really get into the 
community, we have a real belief in the power of green spaces”

Question Response
Why is access to play 

areas important to 

your 

organisations/users? 

Free play opportunities are really important for children 

and adults. Parks are managed resources which take up 

budget, so we need to make more use of them. I don’t 

think they are used enough, the benefits to the 

community are massive.

Some the major challenges we are facing today, such as 

obesity and the mental health can all be helped by parks, 

open spaces and play areas. 

Important for both children and adults alike.

What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage 

Sometimes play areas are tucked away in “out of the 

way” areas where developers have left over ground, they 

need to be central and a focus of the community. 

Children need to feel safe, and carers need to feel safe as 

well.

Location needs to be thought about and not discouraged 

by vocal minorities. 

Sometimes planning is influenced by one or two 

powerful voices, in terms of location. 

Frist and foremost they should be beautiful places, not 

just about sticking kit in a park, the space should fit in 

the surrounding environment. 50% of a play areas 

sometimes go on fencing and safety survey, which does 

nothing to attract children. Let’s look to the continent to 

see what can be done with imagination.

The health and safety culture has impacted on the “play 

experience”, in fact it’s fairly low risk, but this has 

impacted on design making some play areas “boring”.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022
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What makes a 

play area a “good” 

play area for your 

users? i,e, 

equipment, 

toilets, 

accessibility, 

signage 

(continued)

There is the need for challenging and explores their limit.

Older children to teenagers are sometimes left out because 

of “perceived dangers” of creating spaces for them, but 

really this older age group is important to provide for. 

Different spaces are required for different ages. 

More thought needs to be put into landscaping areas, with 

hills and tunnels, rather than just going for what the 

equipment suppliers come up with. 

Fencing is not always required, open access is preferable if 

possible, so children can “roam”, into more informal “play 

journeys” bringing in surrounding space.

Perceived dangers are not always the main danger, but in 

fact its mainly traffic issues which are the main concern, so 

road crossings

Do you currently 
use any of the 32 
listed play areas 
for delivery of your 
work?

Get confused between the town and parish owned ones, 

but we use lots of parks and play areas in our work. When 

we set up, we try to locate ourselves near any “kit” in the 

park so that it becomes part of the event. Quite often the 

play areas are located quite deep into the park, so that 

sometimes makes it difficult to use it as we are concerned 

about accessibility for wheelchair users etc.

Question Response

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

Are there any of 
the 32 play areas 
you think we 
should be 
considering for 
investment and 
why? 

Highfields Park is a good example of somewhere that needs 

investment. A Youth Shelter which was taken out after we 

worked on putting it in.

The main Rec at Dursley needs some youth/team facilities 

put in.

Cam Jubilee field and the park behind Kings Hill House – the 

estate park really needs some work.

Generally, more thought needs to be given to catering for 

the older children for example spaces/shelters with blue 

tooth and wifi, so they can play music etc.
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Question Response

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

Any other 
comments

It would be good to think outside the box in terms of what 

can be in the open space around it. What is the route to the 

play area? For example, veg patches and family allotments. 

Towns and city public space tends to be adult focused, not 

child focused. Any play area review needs to be child/family 

focused, so that the whole experience and area becomes 

child friendly. 

Because a lot of play areas are devolved to town and parish 

council, so if funds are going into developing play areas, 

then let’s consult with the children and the communities 

and involve them in the design. For example, a company 

called Touchwood involves young people in the design and 

building of shelters/spaces for their own community. 

Could we have boxes where some kit like balls and bats are 

kept, ok you may lose them but its low value, how can we 

make spaces “playful” without spending a lot of money on 

the traditional kit. 

Finally can we mobilise local parents more and get them 

involved in the creation of these play areas, so that 

management of the areas is really community orientated. 
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Housing Manager –08.07.22

Question Response
Why is access to play 

areas important to 

your 

organisations/users? 

Parks are paid for housing revenue budget, really 

important to the health and wellbeing agenda for 

children and adults – housing plays a big part in health, 

connected communities, kids love going to the park. Lifts 

mood, tires you out, physical and mental wellbeing, very 

little programming or promotion of play parks currently.

What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage 

Have done some work with residents group, to create a 

new park, reading chairs, stepping stones, give kids a 

chance to be creative. Not sure what demand is for 

water and sand play – difficultly it will attract ant social 

behaviour. Stratford park great destination park. Local 

parks just need to be local with play equipment and 

benches.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

Do you currently use 

any of the 32 listed 

play areas for 

delivery of your 

work?  

Manages the team that manages parks.

Are there any of the 

32 play areas you 

think we should be 

considering for 

investment and why? 

Have not really invested in past 7 years, have paid to 

maintain. Reviewing a rationalised offer.

Strategy – consult with users for good and bad 

experiences, need to consider demographics of the local 

areas and future population changes. Pandemic has 

made people much more aware of value of local park.

Location needs to be walking distance from home.

Could look at education opportunities about flora and 

fauna. 

Is there an opportunity for local business to sponsor 

local play park?
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District Councillor (Slade Ward) and Manager of Community 
Centre – 12.07.22

Question Response
Why is access to play 

areas important to 

your 

organisations/users? 

Lack of things for young people to do that leads to anti-

social behaviour. Play spaces are great meeting place, 

make friends with those that live near them, creates a 

community. The play space at the community centre is 

really small, Play Gloucestershire do some outreach 

sessions from it as it is a useful meeting space. 0 – 5 year 

olds only. Play parks would be more valued if they were 

invested in. Really local is as important as a destination 

park.

What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage 

Local park – variety of play equipment, places to sit, 

large open space, use the land that is available, 0 to 

12/13. Products that last over time, not seen outdoor 

gyms work, equipment should not be too noisy. Fill time, 

spark imagination and be sympathic to landscape. Parks 

at top of town has basketball and skate park – kids need 

engagement and education to use. Shaded and sheltered 

areas from extremes of weather.

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

Do you currently use 

any of the 32 listed 

play areas for 

delivery of your 

work?  

Used park during jubilee celebrations, son is 7 and 

equipment not suitable. Important to the users of the 

community.

Are there any of the 

32 play areas you 

think we should be 

considering for 

investment and why? 

Pagan Hill needs attention, Town Council now own a few 

and are investing. Daisy Banks has been funded by 

parents raising funds – tends to happen in more affluent 

areas. Council could support the more affluent areas to 

fund raise and support the local council owed estates to 

improve play parks.
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All Sorts Gloucester – 19.07.22

“We work with children with, and families of children with, disabilities. Three main areas of focus –

sport, toy library with sensory room etc, finally we have some youth clubs and young adults – age 

range 0 to 25”.

Question Response
Why is access to play 

areas important to 

your 

organisations/users? 

We would normally do consultation ourselves on this, ie

speak to our parents first about this sort of thing. 

However, a school called Paternoster in Cirencester put a 

lot of play equipment into the school, and we worked 

with them to develop a play area that was suitable for all 

sorts of disabilities. 

What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage 

Disabled access to the area itself and then to key bits of 

kit such as wheelchair access to roundabouts etc.

Needs to be contained so that clients don’t run off.

The perfect environment is something that is dedicated 

to children and families with disabilities, when they go to 

an area sometimes, one or two bits of equipment have 

been adapted, which is difficult. 

Ancillary facilities such as toilets and changing rooms are 

really important, so perhaps better to have one or two 

play areas in the area that are dedicated rather then 

adapt a few bits of equipment. 

But I think it would be ok for these sites to be used by 

everyone if possible. 

Stroud District Council – Play Area Project June 2022

Do you currently use 

any of the 32 listed 

play areas for 

delivery of your 

work?  

We don’t at the moment, but I must admit I haven’t 

gone and looked at them. We do hire a range of facilities, 

such as Paternoster school for specific activities. 

Sometimes we take in kit with us but that’s not ideal.

Are there any of the 

32 play areas you 

think we should be 

considering for 

investment and why?

When we have meet with Hannah in the past, Stratford 

Park has been mentioned. This would be quite central, 

and well served by public transport. 

Any other comments Our frustration is that in all environments that there is 

adequate pathways for wheelchair users. When you cant 

even enter a play space to watch your siblings play that 

is very disappointing. 
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District Council Members Focus Group – 19.07.22 - 6pm

Question Response
Why is access to play 

areas important to 

your 

organisations/users? 

Play areas are run down but used a lot by the community 

(Nailsworth example of community led events and 

holiday activities taking place in these areas)

They create a sense of place /community and inclusion.

Investment is important to demonstrate that these areas 

are valued and the importance of them to their local 

community is recognised. 

Play areas are ‘people places’ and should promote 

accessibility and inclusion for all of society.

What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage 

Ensure it is a natural biodiverse, ecological and 

sustainable space – not a concrete jungle.

It should be a welcoming space for adults not just little 

ones as parks are vital for parents to meet and socialise 

with others – equally it should be a space which enables 

grandparents and older generations to attend. 

Generational inclusivity was mentioned several times. 

Equipment should allow for the adventurous and less 

adventurous children with an element of sensory play. 

“Let them play and get dirty” – emphasis for a natural 

play environment.

“Make space for Girls” campaign should be considered.

Ensure the play area allows for varying age ranges (not 

just young children) and gender should also be 

considered.

Safety is vital – the area should not be secluded and 

always visible.

Enhances the whole community and can help with 

people feeling isolated and lonely – a place ‘to be’ but 

with safeguarding considerations and anti-social 

measures in place.
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What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage (continued)

Benches for older people – should feel pleasant to spend 

time in.

Truly accessible – not just a token piece of equipment –

accessible from car park through to and including play 

area.

Good mix of kit that enables physical and create play –

multiple use from same piece of kit would be ideal.

365 use of park accounting for changing seasons – shade 

is of particular importance.

Be adventurous with play kit – e.g. install a ‘pillow’ / 

dedicated adult gym.
Are there any of the 

32 play areas you 

think we should be 

considering for 

investment and why?

Good geographical spread – move focus away from 

central Stroud.

Focus on a few – do it well and re-energise the 

community with the development – make a bigger 

difference with a few rather than adding a little to more 

and having minimal impact.

Target those that need it most – show them ‘some love’

Create a template/blue print on the success of the few 

developments.

To assess which play areas are most in need a systematic 

approach is required which is fair and transparent. This 

objective prioritisation tool ought to consider a number 

of factors including key demographic data for each area. 

The outcome of this process and subsequent 

development could then lead to the creation of a ‘best 

practice’ guide to share with those who do not receive 

any funding. 

The prioritisation tool could also identify quick wins as 

well as the longer-term strategic focus.
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Any other comments Strong emphasis on ensuring the process is as important 

as the outcome.

Visibility on communication of consultancy process –

how was survey sent and who completed it.

It is vital to empower parents and local community in 

shaping their play areas.

Community involvement is required in creating the 

criteria for the prioritisation tool.

Community involvement is likely to increase the sense of 

community ownership and care.

Consider possible partnerships / possibility of match 

funding. 

Could parents help run the play areas as a co-operative 

with potential of a future budget.
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Town and Parish Councillors/Clerks Focus Group – 20.07.22 - 6pm

Question Response
Why is access to play 

areas important to 

your 

organisations/users? 

Very valuable for communities, particularly those that 

have children and the parents that meet there, 

friendships are made, problems are solved, exercise 

happens and physical learning is an important part of a 

child’s future health. 

Socialism opportunities the children get from meeting 

other children other than their school friends.

Good places to become close to nature and good for 

mental health and wellbeing as well as the health of the 

nature itself.

They are hubs for the whole community.

Encouragement to be outside.

Its not just the equipment but the other stuff around it 

that encourages families to want to come and stay. 

Happy adults = children staying longer.
What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage 

Having a variety of different play areas to access with 

interesting things to entertain children and keep them 

active.

Outdoor gyms are good as accessible for children and 

adults (if in the correct areas as not commonly used).

Seating areas for adults.

Something for all age groups.

Equipment that is accessible to all and designed so it can 

be used by people with all physical abilities, not add-ons 

for specific abilities that are so much more expensive.

It’s more than just the equipment, it places for social 

activities – picnic benches, things for older children, 

elderly people, larger people, dogs. 

Disability access.

Access to toilets.
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What makes a play 

area a “good” play 

area for your users? 

i,e, equipment, 

toilets, accessibility, 

signage (continued)

Natural play – wooden equipment, a lot more can be 

done for a lot less money than concrete and steel. Or use 

recyclable plastic, not as aesthetically natural but longer 

lasting. Could be sourced locally to save the carbon 

footprint.

Risk! Kids enjoy risk, things that are fun, high up, things 

that push their physical boundaries, testing what is 

possible. It encourages growth, it looks exciting, new and 

innovative.

They should different and unique.

Places for getting dirty, muddy puddles and sand pits. 

Creative and fun.
Are there any of the 

32 play areas you 

think we should be 

considering for 

investment and why?

Demographics with not much money. Because of cost-of-

living crisis, low earner areas cannot afford to travel to 

good play areas. They need free entertainment areas to 

go to.

Go where the need is – where people are currently going 

and make it better.

Forest Green area – Families stay close and are not keen 

to go out of the area. The current play areas are tired 

and old fashioned. They need space to have more fun. 

Having a good play area in troubled areas raises people 

praise, standards and cohesion. It’s the glue that keeps 

communities together.

Any other comments Integrate mapping play areas, share information on 

evaluation of each play area on an app. Also promote 

tourism trails.

Frustrating that new housing developers put play areas 

in, they leave them and any problems end up with the 

parish.

Community involvement and local people feel 

passionate about green spaces.

Funding would be welcome as parishes take on facilities 

in towns.
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